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Sermon on the Epistle for the First Sunday in Advent. 
Rom. 13, 11—14. 


With this Sunday begins what is known in the Christian Church 
as the Advent season, or the time of coming. It reminds the Chris- 
tian of the advent of the Lord, the coming of the Christ as a little 
child, born of the Virgin Mary, to expiate man’s sins. This season, 
then, is one of joyous expectation, a looking forward to the moment 
when the angels join in chorus to sing their “Glory to the Father,” 
when the shepherds of the field receive the tidings of great joy that 
a Savior is born in the city of David, when the believer’s heart leaps 
for gladness over the salvation that our God has prepared for us. But 
this Advent season reminds us also of the second coming of Christ. 
The first time He came in great humility and self-abnegation. He 
humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. The second time He will come in power and glory and 
majesty. The first time He came He laid down His life as a ransom 
for the sins of the world, He came to save us. The second time He 
comes to execute judgment upon all: upon the righteous, to give them 
eternal life; upon the unrighteous, to give them everlasting punish- 
ment. For the second coming we are to look and constantly watch, 
knowing that it is nigh at hand, even at the door. It is to this great 
event that the apostle points while admonishing the Christians 
at Rome. 

The Christians at Rome lived among wicked people, just as 
we do. Surrounded by iniquity, they were in danger of giving way 
to the things in which the ungodly delight. Indifference towards the 
Word, coldness and spiritual drowsiness would beset them. The 
danger was great that they would forsake Him who had bought them. 
To-day it is the same. Dangers of the most varied nature surround 
the Christian. He lives in a sin-smitten world. Its evil example is 
. ever before him. How easily cannot one of you become cold, negli- 
gent, indifferent! How easily may it happen that you do not know 
exactly whether you are doing right or wrong! This is the story not 
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of one, but of all. How urgent is not the apostle’s reminder at the 
beginning of a new church year to awake out of sleep, for the Day of 
Judgment is at hand! Let us, then, turn our thoughts to this ad- 
monition of the apostle: 


IT IS HIGH TIME TO AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP! 
For 
1. The night is far spent, and 
2. The day is at hand. 


ale 

“And that, knowing the time,” says the apostle, “that now it is 
high time to awake out of sleep.” Christians are told that they know 
the time; things pertaining to the times are not hidden from them. 
We are to look at these and consider them, as wise husbandmen. The 
farmer looks to the time, he considers it well, he knows what must be 
done in it; and so Christians are not to spend their days and years 
thoughtlessly, without observation. No; they are to know the time 
and what it teaches them to do. And respecting the time, Christians 
know that the hour has come to awake out of sleep, it is time to arise 
from slumber. Although they forget this awhile, yet it occurs to 
their minds again as soon as it is mentioned. “Wherefore He saith, 
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others, but let us 
watch and be sober.” 

The sleep that you are told to awake out of is spiritual sleep, 
which is, essentially, spiritual death. This sleep is a condition in 
which man in his ignorance lives according to his flesh and its de- 
sires. Careless and secure, considering himself perfectly safe in his 
sins, he spends the time of life. The heathen, the unbelievers are 
the ones that sleep. Take, for example, an unbeliever. He is, in his 
own eyes, perfectly secure. He is ignorant of sin. That sin makes 
him an object of God’s eternal wrath is not known to him. Every- 
thing spiritual is overcast with darkness. His sinful nature tells 
him: Enjoy yourself as well as you can, have a good time, imbibe as 
much pleasure as you can. That man judges himself happy, while he 
is extremely wretched, poor, naked, blind, asleep in sin, sleeping on, 
on, on, amidst his imaginary bliss until his sleep becomes eternal 
death from which arousal is impossible. Alas! asleep in sin. 

Sometimes the unbeliever is disturbed in this sleep. Some trifle, 
some insignificant thing occurs to his mind amidst his felicity. His 
conscience speaks to him and says, “Don’t do that!” A Bible verse 
learned years ago suddenly dashes up with quickness of recollection 
to his attention. It pains him to be annoyed in this way. Perhaps 
one of his friends tells him, “You are going the wrong way. Instead 
of going this way, you ought to go that way.” This stings him for a 
moment. But all these remonstrances and warnings are chased away, 
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Just as a man slumbering on a couch on a hot afternoon unconsciously 
raises his hand and, without awaking, chases a fly from his brow and 
continues to sleep. 

Christians, however, are commanded to awake out of sleep, 2. e., 
they are to cast off from their eyes the slumber caused by sin, they 
are to open their spiritual eyes and look to God and His will, respect 
it, follow it, and lead a righteous and holy life. St. Paul is here ad- 
dressing Christians, true believers, and he includes himself. “It is 
high time for us,” says he, “to awake out of sleep.” This awaking 
took place when they were converted. Then they passed from sleep- 
ing to waking, from darkness to light, from unrighteousness to right- 
eousness, from the power of Satan to God. But this awaking is to 
continue throughout life. It began in conversion and continues in 
sanctification. Since an evil world surrounds him, this is the Chris- 
tian’s daily work that he cast away from him sin to which he is ever 
tempted, think of God and His will, and open his eyes, so that he 
may not be led again into the sins of the past. And it is time, high 
time, that we awake out of sleep. 

“For now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” Since 
our salvation is nearer than it was, it is time to arise. That is the 
peculiarity about our time, for our salvation is now nearer than it 
was when we first believed. The salvation here designated is eternal 
salvation, ultimate deliverance, which shall be ours when Christ comes 
again. And this salvation is near, is at hand, is nearer than when 
we began to believe. Since we are believers, there is nothing between 
us and this salvation, no wall or barrier. This sentence does not 
merely say that our final salvation is so many weeks or years nearer 
than at the time when we began to believe, but we have nothing else 
to expect save the perfect bliss of heaven. When we became Chris- 
tians, a great change took place in us, we passed from the state of 
sin and death into the state of grace and pardon. Then we sought, 
above all, to cast off sin and guilt and wrath, and to obtain a gracious 
God. We became believers, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ. Eternal life, the precious gift, seemed secondary then. But 
now, after we have become believers and have been justified by faith 
and have peace with God, our eyes are turned directly towards this 
goal, the salvation which the last day will bring us. All obstacles 
are now removed, there is no impediment; so far all has come to 
pass and has been fulfilled. We are now but waiting for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

“For the night is far spent.” The night is advanced, is passing, 
will soon be over. This age is like unto a night and the watch of a 
night. It is a heavy night, an evil night, for in it sin and death 
reign, and the prince of this world, the devil, does his work in the 
children of disobedience. Though the believers are, according to the 
inner man, out of this night, they still live in this evil age, in this 
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evil world, and ery: “Watchman, what of the night?” Of this 
time it is stated that it is “far spent,” nearly past, yea, is giving way 
to the great day. This is the time in which we live, and this we are 
to know and never forget: it is the last time. This world is hurry- 
ing towards its fate; but a short season and all is over. The day is 
dawning, the Lord is nigh; yet a little while and the Judge is at 
hand. Ah! indeed, the night is far spent. / 

“Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness.” Knowing the 
time, it is high time to do this. “Brethren, ye are not in darkness 
that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children 
of light and the children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep as do others; but let us watch 
and be sober.” Since the time is such, let us not be idle and sleepy 
and dozing and careless, but up and do that which is timely; let us 
east off the works of darkness. As you take off an old garment and 
lay it aside, so you are to take off the works of darkness. Works of 
darkness are works of unrighteousness, works of malice, evil works, 
as we read: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness.” Christians have already done this when they became believers. 
In conversion, in Baptism the old man is crucified that the body of 
sin might be destroyed. Nevertheless, being in this dark world, living 
in the flesh, daily tempted to evil, this admonition is well put. Day 
after day we are to cast off the works of darkness, the sins of the un- 
godly. “Put off,” says the apostle, “concerning the former conver- 
sation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind.” 

And this exhortation gives you the strength to do so. Knowing 
the time, that it is evil, that the night is far spent, that our salvation 
is nearer than when we believed, therefore it is high time to awake out 
of sleep, to arise, to throw off the works of darkness and corruption, 
especially rioting and drunkenness, revelings and debaucheries, glut- 
tony and intemperance; then chambering and wantonness, lewdness, 
whoredoms, and all manner of lasciviousness, everything that tends to 
adultery and lust in deed, word, or thought. Such are works of dark- 
ness, and Christians should scrupulously avoid them. Finally, they 
are to cast off strife and envying, hatred, jealousy, passion, wrath, 
anger, everything that incites to bitter feeling. These are works that 
the children of this world freely indulge in, for they walk in dark- 
ness; in fact, their whole life is made up of such works. They spend 
their life either in rioting and drunkenness, or in chambering and 
wantonness, or in strife and envying. i 

Such are works of darkness, they cannot bear the light, the 
light of the Day of Judgment. God’s wrath is declared against such 
works. If believers give way to such works, they deny Christianity, 
faith, and a good conscience. O do not consider yourself too far ad- 
vanced to give way to such works of darkness! The evil world is ever 
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ready to seduce, deceive, and tempt you. You have an enemy ever 
trying to mislead you. Therefore, O Christian, watch, pray, fight 
without ceasing, and make not provision for the flesh to fulfill the 
lusts thereof. Care for your body, but not so as to incite it unto lust, 
since we know the time that the night is far spent. 


Ze 

There is a second reason in the text that should induce you to 
awake out of sleep; it is, “The day is at hand.” The day, that certain 
day, the last day, the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, the day of Christ, the day of the Lord, is meant. 
This day is at hand. For the believer it is the advent of salvation, 
of eternal glory, the twilight of eternity, the roseate dawn of heaven; 
for him this last day is that bright day that will succeed the night; 
no night after this day. And it is near, it is at hand, as Peter writes: 
“The end of all things is at hand.” Since this great day is so near, 
is beginning to dawn in the east, let us awake out of sleep. 

“Let us walk honestly as in the day.” Let us walk decently, 
uprightly, shunning those things that are done in the fall of night, 
but cannot bear the light of this day. Do only such things with which 
you can appear before all. Walk as if you were walking in the last 
day, the day of Christ- You know this day is approaching, is at hand, 
therefore walk as in the light of it; walk honestly, decently, that you 
may appear pure and without blemish in God’s eyes. 

Since this day is at hand, let us put on the armor of light. As 
you put on clothes in which you walk in the day and in which you 
toil, as a warrior and soldier puts on weapons to prepare for battle, 
so the Christian should clothe himself with works of light. Now, 
works of light are the works of righteousness, good, God-pleasing 
works. The apostle uses the expression “armor of light” because the 
walk in the light, a godly, righteous walk, is always a warfare for 
which arms are needed to battle against the dragon and his offspring. 
By faith you are already clad in the armor of light, you are in a new 
life, doing good works. In regeneration, in Baptism the new man is 
created, and yet you are admonished again and again to put on the 
new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness. Why? Because you have need of this always. It is to be 
brought to your remembrance, lest, peradventure, it slip your mind 
and you be led astray, lest, haply, you do not arise out of sleep, but 
slumber on, and the day overtake you unawares. 

The nearness of this day demands of Christians to “put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” In these few words you have the entire admo- 
nition, the lesson you are to take home with you. There are two ways 
of putting on Christ. The first is, that we put on Christ’s work, 7. e., 
that we believe that Jesus died for our sins and has done everything 
for us, so that we are perfectly redeemed, saved in Him. The other 
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is, that we put on His example, that He be the pattern which we copy. 
We are to follow Him, become what He was. And the latter is meant 
here. For when you became Christians, you put on Christ by faith, 
you clothed and adorned yourself with His work and merits, with 
His blood and righteousness. From this follows that you are to imi- 
tate Him, to copy His example. Christ is to live in you in this way. 
What a great thing this is! 

Christ’s love is to glow forth out of your life and deeds. His 
charity is the standard for yours. His purity should be the perfee- 
tion of yours. His chastity you are to strive after with all your 
strength. His simplicity, His holiness, His friendliness, are held up 
to you for copying. His humility is earnestly to be sought. There 
was no pride in Jesus Christ, why should there be pride in His be- 
loved child? What believer will think himself the center of the world 
around which everything must turn, and if it does not, strife, hatred, 
envy is the result? Where pride is prevalent, there strifes are rank. 
The neglect of putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, of following His 
example, is what brings about so many, many sins of believers, while 
they that follow this command are pearls and rubies that glitter 
amidst the dark night of this world and shine forever in the broad 
daylight of eternity. Thus adorned, graced in Christ’s image, they 
hail the day of Jesus Christ, the day of ultimate deliverance, the day 
of eternal salvation! 

Therefore, O Christian, knowing the time, it is now time, high 
time, it is the hour to awake from your slumbering and carelessness, 
for your salvation, eternal life, is nearer than when you believed. 
Arise! the night is far spent. It is vanishing. Arise! the day, the 
Day of Judgment, is at hand. Up! cast off the ugly, hideous works 
of darkness. Up! clothe yourself in the armor of light; do the works 
that can bear the light of day. Up! walk honestly, as in the day. 
Turn away from rioting and drunkenness, from chambering and 
wantonness, from strife and envying, for these are the works of the 
devil and not of God. Yea, arise, and put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Up! and follow Him, O Christian, and make not provision for the 
flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof! And the God of heaven give you the 
strength by His Spirit to do this for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

F. W. Apams, contr. by O. K. 


$$ ar eae 


Sermon from Tit. 2, 11—14. 


Immense and expensive preparations have been made all over the 
earth for a joyous celebration of this festival season. Many weeks in 
advance of its coming the crafts and arts and trades have been busy 
producing the best that a fertile mind can invent and a deft hand 
fashion. From shop and store a wealth of beautiful things has poured 
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into the homes. The world has put on holiday attire. Wherever we 
turn the eye there is splendor and cheer. The return of the Christ- 
child’s nativity has again met with a grander reception than any which 
ever is accorded a king who stops at a loyal town in his domain, or 
a general who returns from a successful campaign, or the head of 
a family who comes home to his loved ones after years of absence. 
Externally this present celebration leaves nothing to be wished for. 

And it is proper that the joy of the world over the incarnation of 
God’s Son should find such splendid expressions and assume such large 
proportions. True, there is much sham and much senseless waste in 
this glitter. But Christians who have become accustomed to use this 
world without abusing it, 1 Cor. 7,31, sanctify also the external mani- 
festations and the material means of their joy by the Word of God 
and by prayer. To them even the toy of their child and the tinsel on 
their Christmas tree is a means to an hallowed end, viz., that of ex- 
pressing somewhat their joy and gratitude for God’s gift to them in 
the Redeemer. Why should they not deck their homes and churches 
with fir and holly and let pleasure beam from their countenances when 
remembering Him who became poor that they might be rich? If they 
were to lavish the pearls and gems and gold of the earth in these 
efforts to express the fervor of their love of the Savior, who would 
blame them ? 

But there is a nobler adornment which the Christian puts on in 
honor of his Lord. Our Christmas lesson speaks of it. It begins with 
the little word “for.” This word is used to state a reason. The reason 
here stated is: “The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared to all men,” v. 11. That means, Christ the Savior is born. 
Now, what is this event a reason for? In the preceding context the 
apostle had exhorted various classes of men to lead godly lives, “that 
they might adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior, in all things,” v. 10. 
And the reason why they should do this he states in the words quoted. 
This, then, is the subject which we shall have to discuss this blessed 
morning: 


THE BELIEVER’S GODLY LIFE THE NOBLEST ADORNMENT 
IN HONOR OF HIS SAVIOR. 


It is such, 
1. Because the believer's godly life is a Fruit of his Savior’s 
teaching; 
2. It aims at a sublime GoAL which the Savior has appointed 
for it; 
8. It takes for its PATTERN the Savior Himself. 


1. 
The doctrine of God, our Savior, is the Gospel as we read it at 
home and hear it from our pulpit. It tells us of the work of Christ 
for man’s salvation. And every time it tells of the grace of our Lord, 
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it bestows that grace. For it is the power of God unto 'salvation to 
everyone who believes it. Thus it brings salvation. 

Salvation implies the riddance and the quittance from sin. The 
doctrine of God, our Savior, announces to us the full pardon of God 
from all guilt and renders us blameless in His sight. That is the 
riddance. It furthermore “teaches us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world,” v. 12. That is the quittance. The Gospel of Christ 
purges the heart of the believer. It suppresses the cravings, it curbs 
the passions of the flesh. It makes the thoughts pure, the speech 
chaste, the actions comely. It does this by constantly holding up to 
the sinner the holy Infant in Mary’s lap, whom the Father sacrificed 
for our deliverance and “that we might serve Him in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our life,” Luke 1, 74. 75. 

Look what the doctrine of God, our Savior, has done for thievish 
Matthew, for the miser Zacchaeus, for self-righteous Nicodemus, for 
soiled Magdalene, for fickle Peter, for the fanatic Saul! When these 
men had begun to see the meaning of that grace which had appeared 
bringing salvation, how they did proceed to adorn its teaching by 
their lives! And has the doctrine of Him who descended into the 
filth of this corrupt world to labor and to die for its recovery lost its 
educating virtue since? Look, here a haughty mortal, who had borne 
his head high and in the pride of his heart had scorned God and 
man, is in his declining years bending in humble penance at the 
rude manger of the lowly Christ; there is the libertine whose lewd 
delights have turned to wormwood and gall at the sight of the hard 
couch on which his Savior was bedded at His birth; yonder a once 
giddy youth stands pensive; the tidings of the Holy Night: “Unto 
you is born this day a Savior!” have turned his thoughts to serious 
matters, often proposed to him by his friends, but now thrust upon 
him with a mighty force by this Child from heaven. Again, there 
are two engaged in a fierce quarrel as the angels’ song: “Peace on 
earth, good will toward men” strikes their ear, and they stand abashed 
at the sight of the sweet, innocent Child in the manger. And so on. 
This puny Infant has proved itself a mightier conqueror than the 
famous war-lords of the earth. It has smitten more numerous, more 
cunning, and more powerful enemies than all of them combined. 
One of them at the end of a long career of unchecked conquest con- 
fessed, when nearly the whole of Europe lay at his feet, that he could 
not think of measuring his power against that of Christ who was 
being loved and obeyed by those whom He had subdued, while his 
own rule was hated and cursed by his subjects. 

Such is the power of the doctrine of God, our Savior, that it 
breaks the fetters of our besetting sins, causing us to hate and for- 
swear what we had loved, and sending us forth renewed in mind and 
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will to the joyous performance of the tasks which we had hated. 
The manger Child is a great teacher: its holy presence on earth has 
opened the eyes of men to the hideousness of our sin which necessi- 
tated the payment of such a price on God’s part to secure our re- 
demption, and is filling men with a wholesome dread of further 
sinning and thereby defeating His merciful mission. The heart that 
has grasped the gracious meaning of His birth has received a seed 
which begins to sprout and bud and bear fruit in every form of god- 
liness, each virtue adorning not so much the Christian as the Re- 
deemer who by His faithful nurture and admonition has quickened 
it into life and is constantly guiding its growth and development. 
The sober, righteous, godly Christians in this world of ungodliness 
and lust are the lilies and the roses amid which the Child who had 
to make His first home on earth in an uncouth stable loves to rest, 
like the gardener reposes among the flowers which his hand has 
planted and nursed. 


2. 


When in the holy night the grace which bringeth salvation ap- 
peared, the gates of heaven, as it were, stood ajar. The angels’ song 
which swept over Bethlehem’s plains, the gorgeous singers, the flood 
of light which turned midnight into noonday, the tiny Infant who 
was being proclaimed as the mighty God—all this seemed as if a 
scene which is of continuous occurrence in heaven had for a brief 
moment been transferred to this earth. Yonder the glory of the Lord 
is forever shining, and the songs of the blessed mingling with the 
voices of angels and archangels are forever heard around the throne 
of Christ. And yonder lies the believer’s everlasting home. Thence 
the Son of God came to lead His brethren thither, to His Father and 
theirs. Every Christian bears this hope with him as a cherished 
boon, a solace and a comfort of his heart. One day he expects to be 
where his Lord is. And when on Christmas Eve the bright lights 
and the glitter of ornaments surround him and the voices of young 
and old are raised in suppliant yearning: 

I shall dwell with Thee forever, 
Far on high 

In the joy 

That can alter never, 


he is reminded of the heritage of his faith. His earthly Christmas 
is a faint reflex of the eternal Christmas, and helps to make his 
hope for the latter more keen and eager. 

And that is one of the purposes for which the grace of God has 
appeared: it teaches us that we are to live godly in this present 
world, “looking for the blessed hope and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ,” v. 13. Our life and 
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conversation has an upward trend. Our goal is set on high. We are 
to meet God, our Savior, at His second coming. We mold our 
thoughts and frame our actions accordingly. We forget what is 
behind us. We rise above groveling thoughts and fleshly desires 
and temporal worries and sorrows. “Our conversation is in heaven, 
from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
His glorious body,” Phil. 3, 20. 21. Our hope of heaven not only 
gives wings to our faith, causing it to rise like the eagle who mounts 
upward with his eyes fixed enraptured on the bright sun, but it also 
quickens the activity of our faith through love. We have been 
apprehended for a great reward, and we must strive after, if haply 
we may apprehend the mark of perfection which our heavenly calling 
has set for us. We press forward toward the Christ who beckons us 
to share His glory and whose ministering spirits attend us even 
now on our way thither. 

Our hope, however, draws its daily nourishment from the Gospel 
of Christ, and by inspiring us with a yearning desire to meet Him 
at His return, and by conforming our conduct to His teaching with 
this end in view, it makes our life to adorn the doctrine of God, 
our Savior. 

3. 

But while the souls of Christians are raised to wonderful heights 
of contemplation, this fact is not lost sight of, that true Christianity 
is a very practical, workaday affair, entailing certain plain and often 
unpleasant duties. It can never run into a sort of dreamy senti- 
mentality. The apostle has stated that the believers are looking for 
that blessed hope, 7. e., they are waiting for it, however, not in self- 
complacent idleness, but in earnest service of the Christ-child. Their 
service is conformed to the example of Him whom they serve, and 
whom the apostle, in conclusion, describes thus: “Who gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works,” v. 14. These 
words are still connected with the main thought in this context, 
viz., that the life of believers is to adorn the doctrine of God, our 
Savior, but they introduce this new feature: Christ Himself is the 
pattern for such a life. Like master, like servant. The Master’s life 
work was performed in self-denial and self-sacrifice. He gave Him- 
self for us, the Just for the unjust, the Rich for the poor, the Wise 
for the fool, the Lord for the serf. Verily, a curious exchange! 
That exchange meant our redemption from all iniquity, our justifi- 
cation. But it meant, over and above this, our solemn setting aside 
for a similar life of self-denial and sacrifice. It is an unpleasant 
demand, so our flesh judges, that we are to prove the genuineness 
of our faith by doing as Christ has done. Our natural judgment 
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rather counsels the opposite, e. g., that because we are further ad- 
vanced in knowledge and are representing a just cause and righteous 
ends, others ought to submit to us, yield to us, and obey us. It 
seems unreasonable to be told that the righteous must be willing to 
suffer in his righteous cause, and must not weary of well-doing be- 
cause he reaps scant gratitude for his efforts. This is a hard lesson 
to the flesh also of the Christian; he keeps conning it to his 
last breath. And yet this very lesson is exemplified by the manger 
in the stable which is accepted as a welcome shelter by its divine 
occupant. Christ demands of His followers nothing that He has 
not Himself submitted to. His humble mind is a shining example 
to His believers. We are to learn of the Christ-child that it is no 
disgrace, but a very great distinction, when a Christian shares the 
misery, the want, the sorrows of his fellow-men, when he sacrifices 
his ease to share their burdens, when he surrenders his rights and 
privileges, in order to show how dearly he loves them and to what 
extent he is determined to go in faithfully serving their interest. 

Strength for such service is continually supplied to the Chris- 
tian from the Christmas Gospel, which tells of the King of heaven 
who donned beggars’ rags to win the beggars’ confidence. This 
Gospel is a power that makes zealous to good works, day by day it 
increases the likeness of the Christian to the Christ, of the adopted 
sons of God to His Only-Begotten, and thus brings out this truth 
once more, that the believers’ conduct is the noblest adornment of 
the doctrine of God, our Savior. 

God grant us the grace to cheerfully elect for ourselves to follow 
the footsteps of Christ and to esteem the ignominy of the flesh the 
glory of the spirit. May He glorify in us the feeble beginnings of 
true holiness and advance us toward the consummation of our hope 
with ever firmer and ever surer step! Amen. 


_ Sermon Outlines. 


Epistle of Second Sunday in Advent. 
Rom. 15, 4—13. 

The ministrations of the Gospel by which Christ effects His 
spiritual advent into men’s hearts. through faith are efforts of divine 
grace exerted toward the individual. This advent is continued 
throughout the life of the believer and imposes upon him the duty to 
properly garnish his soul and body for the reception of his Lord. 
(Epistle for I. Adv.) This is a personal duty of each individual 
member of the kingdom of Christ and aims at keeping the indi- 
vidual believer in a correct attitude toward Christ. Each member 
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of the Church must govern himself in accordance with the apostle’s 
instruction on the preceding Sunday, in order that there may 
be an advent of Christ to him. — However, the Lord who comes 
to each individually comes to all jointly. It is not a majority, nor a 
minority who are to hail Him as their Lord; nor can one faction 
claim Him their Lord in a higher degree and to a greater extent 
than another. In fact, there can be no factions before the throne of 
grace. Proper mutual relations, accordingly, must exist also among 
the members of the Church one with the other. The international 
character, the universal extent of the kingdom of Christ must find 
expression in the union of the members of every local congregation. 


Tue Unitep KınapoMm or CHRIST. 


1. Jew and Gentile share the mercies of Christ equally. Vv. 8—12. 

a. Christ is come to be not only “the Savior of all men,” 1 Tim. 
4, 10, but also of all kinds of men, Col. 3, 11; Gal. 3, 28. He told 
the Jews so, John 10, 15, and the Gentiles, Luke 19, 9. Paul states 
the reason, Rom. 3, 23 ff.; 11, 32. John exhibits the fact in its final 
consummation, Rev. 7, 4 ff. 9 ff. The latter passage, which exhibits 
the Church triumphant perfectly united in praise of the Lamb with 
whose blood it was bought, Acts 20, 28, is a solemn warning to the 
Church militant not to divide on mere external and temporal, or 
physical differences existing among its members. 

b. Paul recognizes such a difference between Jew and Gentile. He 
has granted that it was of divine origin, Rom. 3, 1. 2. But he denies 
that it affects the salvation of either, vv. 8—13. He cites promises 
which the Jewish prophets extended to the Gentiles directly, vv. 9. 11, 
and such as joined the Gentiles with the Jews in the common salva- 
tion, v. 10: “ye Gentiles with His people;” v. 12: “the root of Jesse 
... the Gentiles’ trust.” True, there is a reason why “salvation is of 
the Jews,” John 4, 22, and why Christ began His ministry in Judea, 
Matt. 15, 24, and instructed His apostles to confine their first labors 
to the Jews, Matt. 10, 5. 6; comp. Acts 18, 46. Paul states this rea- 
son, v.8. The genuineness of God’s saving grace must be established 
first; the truth of the Old Testament prophecies entrusted to the Jews 
as the librarians of the oracles of God must be plainly shown. But 
God never meant to exhibit the Jew as a person possessed of any 
personal merit, Deut. 7, 7. 8. He merely chose him as a witness “for 
the truth of God.” 

c. The Church of Christ can never be clannish. Her members 
must accustom themselves to take a very broad view of her mission. 
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun,” ete. The dusky African must 
kneel side by side with the pale European at the baptismal font, Acts 
2, 9 ff. 41, and the sound of the Gospel must be heard within the 
shadow of the Chinese pagoda as well as beneath the arched roof of 
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a German minster or in a log chapel on our Western prairies. With 
rapt attention and devout admiration the members of the Church 
must follow the fortunes of the Gospel over land and sea, and “con- 
fess,” “rejoice,” “praise,” “laud,” “glorify with one mind and one 
mouth God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” saying: 
Ps. 97, 1. (“I believe one holy, catholic Church.”) 

2. The strong and the weak receive one another. Vv. 4-7. 18. 

a. Men are brought under the sway of the Gospel with widely 
differing antecedents as regards their former life. National traits, 
social customs, personal habits, peculiarities of education, and, above 
all, peculiar guidances of saving grace may stamp each member 
of a Christian household with a character of his own. This may 
destroy external uniformity, but does not destroy internal unity. 
For the ministrations of the Gospel take these peculiarities into con- 
sideration. 1 Cor. 9, 20—23; Acts 15. (16, 3: Timothy; Gal. 2, 3: 
Titus.) Thus is the universality of the Gospel practically applied 
in particular places and instances. The equality among men of sin 
and guilt and the equal need of a Savior form a sufficient basis for 
all operations of saving grace. (Augsb. Conf., Art. VIII, § 2—4. 
Jacobs Ed., p. 39.) 

b. The above facts and similar ones (v. 3) Scripture has set forth 
for a specific purpose, v. 4, viz.: that we may learn a lesson from 
them, and that each may have hope and comfort not only for himself, 
but also each for the other, v. 5. Christians strive to adapt themselves 
to each other within the rule of a common Gospel which serves needs 
common to all, and to minister to each other for the attainment of 
their common hope. The abundance of one supplies the wants of 
another, ete. 

c. The Church of Christ can never be sectarian. She cannot 
emphasize forms, customs, ceremonies to such an extent as to make 
them the mark or criterion of faith and the badge of membership in 
her community. Luke 17, 20. 21. She is willing to meet each and all 
on the ground of common sin and common grace, and to practice 
charity and patience in Him who “is our peace,” ete., Eph. 2, 14—18, 
and to continue her efforts in the spirit of Christ, v. 7, “for the per- 
fecting of the saints,” etc., Eph. 4, 12. 13. 


Epistle of Sunday after Christmas. 
Ga. 4, 1—7. 


The birth of our Lord has been adopted by a large portion of 
mankind as a convenient point from which to mark time. We speak 
of an event as having occurred either before or after Christ. We 
make use of such expressions as “in the year of the Lord 1906,” or 
“in the year of grace,” etc. Not all men do this: the Jews, e. g., 
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still number their years from the creation of the world, the Turks 
from a certain event in the life of that great impostor Mohammed 
whom they falsely regard as a prophet. But in all countries where 
the Christian religion is dominant, the aforementioned method of 
designating time is in use. However, not all who have adopted this 
method really appreciate its full import. With some it is an act of 
courtesy, with others the thoughtless following of a prevailing custom, 
when they fix an historical event by means of the birth of Christ. 
When a believer thus marks time, consciously and purposely, a deep 
and blessed meaning attaches to such a trivial statement as this: 
“JT was born in the year of grace,” etc. Paul, in our lesson, calls 
that moment when Christ was “made of a woman,” 7. e., when He 
was born at Bethlehem of the virgin, and when He was “made under 
the Law,” i. e., when, like all other men, He became subject to the 
ordinances which have been set up in this world for the government 
of men in their relation to God and to each other —I say, Paul calls 
that moment “the fullness of time.” The years preceding it had 
accumulated to a point where their measure by God’s appointment 
was full. A limit had been reached. A new era began. New con- 
ditions were to prevail henceforth. Old things were to pass away. 
And the apostle proceeds to show what a momentous change has been 
effected by the coming of the Son of God into our flesh. We con- 
sider, accordingly, a 


Tue Birtu or Curist THE Turninc Port IN THE CONDITION OF 
MANKIND. 


1. It has removed the bondage of the Law from the heirs of the 
promises of God, vv. 1—8. 

a. The Gospel which Christ preached antedates His birth. The 
first sinners heard it. They and some of their posterity for 4000 
years also believed it and died in the assurance of their salvation. 
For the Gospel was then what it is now, Rom. 1, 16. There has never 
been a time when there was no Gospel and no Church of God on earth. 

b. But prior to the coming of Christ men were kept under the 
economy of the Law. God, in the wisdom of His saving counsel, 
first exercised men by His holy commandments, so as to cause them 
to understand their sinfulness and to convince them of the hopeless- 
ness of their condition without a Savior from on high. 

c. The Law was very exacting, Acts 15, 10. The Jews, in par- 
ticular, are an illustration of its working. (But also the Gentiles, 
who had not the Law, Rom. 2, 14, were under the Law.) All were, 
like heirs appointed but not installed, under tutors and governors. 
All their actions were regulated by a power from without to which 
they had to submit. Instead of governing the world in accordance 
with the original appointment made at the creation of man, they 
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were kept in bondage under the elements of the world, under statutes, 
rites, ceremonies which coerced them. Their heritage was doled out 
to them as it were. 

d. During all this time Christ was preached as the hope of Israel 
and the Desire of the Gentiles, in whose days a new era would com- 
mence, because (v. 4) He would take man’s place, ete. 

2. It has bestowed on them the adoption of sons, vv. 5—Y. 

a. Christ has come “to redeem them that were under the Law.” 
He paid the price of man’s liberty by His own active and passive 
obedience, thereby removing from man the guilt contracted under 
the Law and the dominion of the Law thenceforward. Christ Him- 
self showed by word and example that the Law of Israel did not apply 
to His disciples. Through Christ access was made to God for man, 
and those who come to God upon this road are not treated as minors, 
but as heirs. The coercion of the Law has ceased. 

b. Nor is it needed except as a record of those things which the 
child of God must shun, and those things which he must follow after. 
A new spiritual power, a new motive is implanted in the believer 
who has embraced Christ: he has the Spirit of Christ in his heart 
constantly reminding him of his sonship, its privileges, and the duty 
which it imposes, of striving to be like his Father in heaven. This 
Spirit is to him the seal of his adoption, and “the earnest of his 
inheritance,” Eph. 1, 14. But whoever does not accept Christ as his 
Redeemer is still under tutors and governors, and though the fullness 
of time has come, it has not come to him. 

c. Accordingly the believer in Christ bears himself in all his 
actions as no longer a servant but a son. He is not coerced from 
evil and unto good, but coerces himself. He is not under the Law 
but under grace. His years on earth are in every sense years of 
grace, years of the Lord. Time can bring to him no further changes 
but one, that of joining Christ, the Heir at first hand, in the enjoy- 
ment of the heavenly heritage as co-heir, and exercising Christ’s rule 
with Him. 


New Year’s Eve. 
Ps. 189, 23. 24. 


To pass out of time into eternity, that is the destiny appointed 
to man, Hebr. 9, 27. No man can alter this destiny; all must die. 
Man can only hasten his departure by his folly. But God is not 
willing that any should perish. By His mercy He has arranged that 
our passing out of time should be a passing from earth to heaven. 
Man can defeat this gracious purpose of God at every point. He 
can not only frustrate the very first beginning of his salvation by 
his frowardness; he can not only reject the first grace that is offered 
him for his conversion, but he can also fall from grace, after he has 
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v4 


been converted and before he reaches heaven. He can miss the goal _ 


towards which the hope of Christians presses, and instead of arriving 
at heaven’s portal he can bring up at the gate of hell. Br 
Thanks to the grace of God, our feet have been guided into the 
way of peace, Luke 1, 79. The Gospel of our Lord has directed us, 
and we acknowledge that hitherto the Lord has brought us. In our 
pilgrimage we are halting to-night at a milestone. “The stream of 
years is flowing, And we are onward going, From old to new sur- 
viving, And by His mercy thriving.” (Hebr. 13, 14; 1 Chron. 29, 15; 
Ps. 39, 12. 13; Hebr. 11, 13; 2 Cor. 5, 1.) Our sole concern is to 
reach our goal safely. We are assured, indeed, that God’s grace will 
not fail us unto the end, but we are also assured that, now that we 


are converted by grace, we are coworkers with God and must be care- 


ful not to receive the grace of God in vain, 2 Cor. 6, 1. With God, 
who worketh in us both to will and to do according to His good 
pleasure, we must now work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling. Such concern is well- ‘plearing to God. David’s example 
in our text shows this. 


Tue Piyertm’s Anxious ÜONCERN. 


1. He is anxiously concerned lest evil is hidden to him that 
might lead him astray. 

He asks for light that he may know himself, and the deception 
that may be practiced upon him to lure him info wayward doings. 
For the investigation which he urgently requests cannot be meant 
to serve the purpose of informing God as to the psalmist’s spiritual 
condition, because in the very opening words of the psalm such in- 
formation is already assumed in God. What David desires is, that 
he himself be put in mind of dangerous tendencies in him or about 


him, which he might possibly fail to note. Incidentally such en- 


lightenment would also aid him in pursuing the right course he had 
chosen, despite the sneers of worldly men who then as now would 
call a Christian a hypocrite, and the doubts which others might 


attempt to instill in him as regards the correctness of his faith and. 


works. 
2. He is anxiously concerned lest he forfeit the divine guidance. 
He asks to be guided, which amounts to a prayer for strength to 
submit to the divine ordering of his earthly affairs, daily experi- 
ences, ete. By his natural powers man does not submit to God’s 
guidance. 


(Geier [in Psalmos, p. 2390] here offers as a lesson drawn from. 


this text this distich: 


Duc me, nee sine Te, sine me, Deus optime, duci: 
Nam duce me pereo, Te duce salvus ero; i. e. 
Lead me, and suffer me not, good God, to be guided witha 
Guided by self I am lost; led by Thy hand I am safe.) 
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